
 

Reception's  
Spring Curriculum Overview  
Aspects of Learning and  
Development based on Traditional Tales Topic 

Planning to meet children’s needs 

Enabling Environments Positive Relationships 

 Reception is warm and 
accepting of everyone 

 Indoors is safe and 
secure 

 Children have the 
freedom to explore 
their environment. 

 Respect diversity 
 Welcome all parents 

into the setting 
 Create effective 

communication 
 Form good relationships 

with parents 
 Make time to listen to 

parents 

Unique Child Learning and Development 

 Consider each child and 
support their interest 

 Provide the children the 
opportunity to explore in 
a safe environment 

 Ensure safety when going 
out 

 Listen to what children 
tell you, and act on non 
verbal signals. 

 Allow play to be indoors 
and outdoors 

 Plan a challenging 
environment 

 Facilitate children’s 
learning through play 
and exploration 

 Support and challenge 
children’s thinking 

Planning for Developing Relationships with peers and 
adults-Routines-Sanctions-Rewards-Continuous As-
sessment—Key Groups-Continuous Assessment-Key 

groups- 

Personal, Social and Emotional  
Development 

Discuss the morals of the stories, 
considering who was right and wrong, 
and why 
Consider the consequences of  
particular actions and words  
Gain awareness of and become more 
sensitive to the needs, views and 
feelings of others 
 
 

Communication, and Literacy 
Stories include Jack and the  
Beanstalk, Little Red Riding Hood, 
The Gingerbread Man, The Three 
Billy Goats Gruff, The Enormous 
Turnip and a story from Chinese New 
Year celebrations 
Understand the elements of  
stories, such as main character,  
sequence of events and openings 
Retell narratives in the correct  
sequence and using story language 
Write for different purposes 

Mathematics 
Count sets of objects accurately 
and recognise written numbers. 
Perform simple addition and  
subtraction practically, with real life 
meaning 
Develop their awareness of  
measurements through comparing 
sizes, height and weight 
Begin to use language related to 
number, calculation and shape, space 
and measures appropriately 

 

Physical Development 
Develop their fine motor control 
through a variety of activities  
including handwriting 
Explore movement and creating rou-
tines in response to the traditional 
tales being taught  
exercise, healthy eating, sleeping and 
hygiene keep us healthy 
 

Understanding of the World 
Explore and investigate materials, 
their properties and how they 
change in relation to the traditional 
tales being taught 
Construct with a purpose, adapting 
and evaluating when appropriate 
Listen to and learn from stories 
from a variety of other cultures 

Expressive Art and Design 
Take part in role play with links to 
the traditional tales 

Respond to the traditional tales 
through creatively through art and 
design, role play, imaginative play, 

music and dance.  


